The patient, a female aged 33 years, complained of epiphora in the left eye and as the function of the lacrimal ducts proved normal the gland was partially extirpated (1920) . Thereafter lacrimal secretion stopped immediately and entirely in this eye with the result that a chronic keratitis of the filamentary type developed with marked irritation and the production of fibrinous threads in the conjunctival sac much like those observed after the local application of silver nitrate. Protection with a watch glass alleviated the discomfort, but it ultimately had to be abandoned. The lacrymal puncta were then cauterized, a procedure which was followed by some improvement.
After the application of several expedients, fibrolysin was given by instillation into the conjunctival sac once a day, whereupon all symptoms vanished within a week. This treatment has been continued for eight years, during which time the patient has comfort as long as the fibrolysin is used, but the symptoms return as soon as the remedy is stopped." This case confirms the suggestion which I had made that even the partial extirpation of the lacrymal gland was a procedure which was not entirely without danger; and it is interesting as it is the only reference, so far as I am aware, to any therapeutic measure llaving a beneficial effect apart from the mechanical influence of drops of an oily nature.
Yours truly, W. S. DUKE-ELDER. 
